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Figure 19 shows a principle sketch from which it is possible to 
see the use of the invention for driving a window lifter on a vehicle 
door. As can be seen from Figure 19 a window pane 12 is held between 
two guide rails 131, 132 which are arranged one on each side of the 
vehicle door. A window lifter motor 15 is mounted on the lower edge 
12' of the window pane 12 through a holding rail 14 and is supplied 
with power through a cable. The drive shaft 23 of the window lifter 
motor 15 is connected to the gear 9. The construction of the gear 9 
was already described in closer detail with reference to Figure 4. 
I.e. a drive worm (not shown here) is located inside the gear housing 
7 and engages with that of a threaded spindle 5' through a spindle 
nut. The threaded spindle 5' is fixed rotationally secured on the 
inner door panel 15 through holding angles 161, 162. The axis of the 
threaded spindle 5 » must thereby point in the direction of movement 
of the window pane 12 . ] 

In the Abstract : 

Replace the abstract with the new abstract attached hereto on a 
separate page. 




In the Claims ; 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 11, 16, 20, 23, 25-27, 29-32, 34, 
and 3 6 as follows: 

1. (Twice Amended) A drive for adjusting devices in motor 

vehicles comprising: 

one of a\ fixed spindle and a fixed toothed rack fixed on one of 
two relatively displaceable parts; 

a gear assembly mounted on the other of the two relatively 
displaceable paurts; and 

a gear housing holding the gear assembly, with the gear housing 
having at least \two housing plates which can be fixed against each 
other by plug-in\connectors; 
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each plug- in connector comprising a plug at one of the at least 
two housing plates and a receptacle for the plug at the other of the 
at least two housing plates, and the plug- in connector is connected 
by plugging the plug into the receptacle; 

wherein the plug- in connectors fix the at least two housing 
plates relative to each other in all three-dimensional directions and 
thereby form supporting \ connecting joints which absorb the gear 
forces . 




2. (Three Times /Amended) The drive according to claim 1, 
wherein the at least twoj^iousing plates are fixed against each other 
solely at the plug- in Connections . 

3. The drive\ according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the gear 
housing has two L-snaped housing plates. 

4. (Twice Amended) The drive according to claim 1 or 2, 
wherein the at least two housing plates comprises at least two pairs 
of opposing disc- like mousing plates. 



5 . The drive according to claim 1 or 2 , wherein the gear 
housing has a U-shaped housing plate and a disc like housing plate. 

6. (Three Times Amended) The drive according to claim 1, 
wherein for each of the pUug-in connectors, the plug comprises a 
raised area extending alone* the plane of one of the at least two 
housing plates and the receptacle comprises an associated recess 
extending transversely to the^ plane of the one of the at least two 
housing plates. 



7. The drive according \o claim 6, wherein the recess is a 
through opening. 
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The drive according to claim 6, wherein the raised area is 



a web, 



9. The drive according to claim 6, wherein the raised area has 
two surfaces which are parallel to each other in the assembly 
direction and the associated recess has two surfaces which are 
parallel in the assembly direction. 



.0. The drive according to claim 6, wherein the raised area has 
surfaces running conical in tne assembly direction and the associated 
recess has surfaces which arel parallel in the assembly direction so 
that a press fit is achieved during assembly. 



11. (Twice Amended) trhe drive according to claim 6, wherein 
the housing plates are fixed by plastic deformation of the material 
in the area of the plug- in connectors . 

12. The drive according to\ claim 1, wherein the housing plates 
are made from one of sintered \n ater:i - a l/ cast material, steel and 
plastics . 

13 . The drive according to dlaim 1 further comprising bearing 
points for the gear assembly, at le^st a part of which are integrated 
in the at least two housing plates, 

14. The drive according to claim 1, wherein the spindle is a 
threaded spindle and the gear assembly includes a spindle nut with 
external worm wheel teeth and a drivel worm engaging therewith. 



15. The drive according to claim 1, wherein the gear assembly 
includes a worm with a worm wheel and a\ drive worm, the worm lying on 
an axis with the worm wheel and fixedl\\ connected to same. 
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16. (Three Times Amenaed) The drive according to claim 1, 
Wherein the two relatively aisplaceable parts are a bottom rail and 
a top rail of a box-profile type guide rail assembly, the guide rail 
assembly having a hollow cavity; and 

wherein the one of the fiked spindle and the fixed toothed rack 
is a spindle mounted in the hoLLlow cavity and fixed through its ends 
on the bottom rail and the gear housing is fixed on the top rail. 

17. The drive according to claim 16, wherein the gear housing 
is mounted in a U-shaped gear sbcket of a holder with arms for fixing 
the gear assembly on the top rdil. 

18. The drive according tio claim 17, wherein the arms of the 
holder extend over the entire! length of the top rail and have 
fastening openings which correspond to fastening openings of the top 
rail so that the holder can be connected to the top rail and 
reinforces same. 1 

19. The drive according tb claim 18 wherein the fastening 
openings of the holder are fastening elements with internal threads 
which project into the hollow cavkty. 

20. (Three Times Amended) The drive according to claim 18, 
wherein the gear assembly and gear housing are assembled as a unit 
located in the holder, and in the! hollow cavity of the guide rail 
assembly and screwed to the top radii through the fastening openings. 

21. The drive according to claim 16, wherein the holder has end 
areas which are angled so that theM substantially fill out the free 
cross-sectional area of one of the top rail and the bottom rail. 
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22. The drive according to claim 17, further comprising 
ncoupling elements of one of rubber and plastic are mounted to 
eliminate noise and compensate for tolerances between the gear 
assembly and the arms of tie gear socket of the holder. 



23. (Three Times Amended) The drive according to claim 17, 
further comprising ideal deformation points between the gear socket 
and the arms of the holder so that when a predetermined maximum 
boundary strain is exceeded the gear socket swivels sideways and 

{jy^ clamps the threaded spindl^. 

24. The drive according to claim 1, wherein the ends of the 
spindle are mounted in vibration- damping sleeves to eliminate noise. 



25. (Three Times Amended) The drive according to claim 1 for 
use with a window lifter, wnerein the two relatively displaceable 
parts are a vehicle door and a window pane, the one of the fixed 
spindle and the fixed toothed track is a spindle fixed on the vehicle 
door so that the spindle pointis in the direction of movement of the 
window pane, the gear assembly is connected to the spindle and is 
connected to the lower edge of \the window pane 



26. (Three Times Amended) \ The drive according to claim 1, 
wherein one of a spindle and a worm drive is a constituent part of an 
adjustment device for adjusting cine of a seat height, seat incline, 
seat cushion depth, head restraint or backrest. 




27. (Four Times Amenddd) A method for assembling a gear housing 
a drive for adjusting devices in motor vehicles comprising: 
a) providing one of a\ fixed spindle and a fixed toothed rack 
fixed on one of two relatively displaceable parts; 
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a gear assembly mour\ted on the other of the two relatively 
isplaceable parts; and 

a gear housing holding\the gear assembly, with the gear housing 
having at least two housing! plates which can be fixed against each 
other by plug- in connectors; 1 

each plug- in connector Comprising a plug at one of the at least 
two housing plates and a receptacle for the plug at the other of the 
j at least two housing plates, land the plug- in connector is connected 
by plugging the plug into the! receptacle; 
K° wherein the plug- in coniiectors fix the at least two housing 

plates relative to each other in all three-dimensional directions and 
thereby form supporting connecting joints which absorb the gear 
forces ; 

b) prefitting gear elements of the gear assembly and the 
housing plates by fitting the holising plates together with the plug- in 
connections to form the gear housing with supporting connecting joints 
that absorb gear forces; 

c) inserting the gear elebents and the housing plates into a 
device which holds the housing plates with sufficiently light holding 
forces around the outer contour teo that the housing plates can be 
aligned when the gear elements are turned, 

d) turning the gear elements for the purpose of aligning 
bearing points of the gear element^ which are provided on the housing 
plates ; and 

e) after alignment, securing the position of the gear elements 
and housing plates relative to each\other by increasing the holding 
forces and permanently fixing the position of the housing plates in 
all three-dimensional directions through action on the plug- in 
connectors . 
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28- The method for assembling a gear housing according to claim 
27, wherein the gear elemqnts are turned about at least 360° and are 
then held in this position^ and fixed. 

29. (Twice Amended) I The method for assembling a gear housing 
according to claim 27, wherekn the gear elements are driven at a speed 
which is above their nominau speed and the position of the housing 
plates are fixed relative ta each other during rotation of the gear 
elements. I 

3 0 . (Twice Amended) I The method for assembling a gear housing 
according to claim 27, wherein the fixing of the housing plates is 
produced by staking material \in the area of the plug- in connectors, 
but outside of the area of bearing bores for the gear elements. 

31. (Twice Amended) The method for assembling a gear housing 

according to claim 27, wherein! the fixing of the housing plates is 
undertaken by one of laser welding and casting the plug-in connectors. 

32 . (Twice Amended) The method for assembling a gear housing 

according to claim 27, wherein me fixing of the housing plates is 
carried out by sticking the plug-vLn connectors. 

33. The method for assembling a gear housing according to claim 
27, wherein holding the outer contour of the housing plates, turning 
the gear elements and fixing of the! housing plates are carried out in 
one combined assembly device. 1 

34. (Twice Amended) The drive according to claim 1: 
wherein the one of the fixed spiindle and the fixed toothed rack 

is a threaded spindle tensioned ritationally secure between two 
holders at its ends; and \ 
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the gear assembly comprises a spindle nut engaged with the 
pindle; 

wherein the threaded sbindle is fixed in at least one holder 
through an ideal break poinlt and wherein one end of the threaded 
spindle has a positive locking element which can be connected to a 
rotating tool in order to overcome the ideal break point for the 
purpose of an emergency operation of the drive. 



35. The spindle drive ac 
element with a groove as a mat 
the holders and the threaded e] 
weakened area with the threade d 



cording to claim 34, wherein a threaded 
srial weakened area is welded to one of 
ement is squashed through the material 
spindle . 



3 6 . (Twice Amended) 
wherein the threaded element 
distance sleeve for defining a 
rail . 



The spindle drive according to claim 35, 
hjas on a side remote from the holder a 
travel path of a top rail on a bottom 



37. The spindle drive according to claim 34, wherein one of the 
holders has a passage which is squashed with the threaded spindle at 
at least one place for holding the threaded spindle. 

38. The spindle drive according to claim 34 further comprising 
a threaded element welded to one pf the holders and a counter nut for 
fixing the position of the threaded spindle. 



39. The spindle drive according to claim 34, wherein a nut which 
is held secured against rotation in positive locking engagement 
through a stop on one of the holders is welded to the threaded spindle 
at at least one spot so that the gelding spot is the ideal break 
point . 
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